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Co-designing research 
priorities for management  
of waste chemicals
Version 1

A multi-year research strategy has been co-designed with 
researchers, government agencies and industry to advance 
the understanding of chemicals in wastes and their effects 
on the recovery and reuse of resources in circular economy 
initiatives in Australia.

There are many practical challenges to overcome.
New methods and assessment frameworks are required to advance the knowledge of chemical management 
in the circular economy. Data and information generated must be shared with stakeholders to enable robust, 
collaborative and evidence-based decision making and policy alignment as it relates to waste management, 
resource recovery and circularity.

The co-design process
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What’s the risk?
Understanding the risk profile  

of chemicals in wastes and recovered 
resources.

Guidelines  
and frameworks

Development and adoption  
of validated guidelines and method 
frameworks for the assessment of 
chemicals in waste and recovered 

resources and their risks. 

How do we better  
inform stakeholders?

Enhancing information flows and 
assessment for improved outcomes 

and governance for chemicals in 
waste and recovered resources  

and their risks.

What’s in our waste?
Understanding the chemicals  

in current and emerging  
waste streams and  

recovered resources.


