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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

PROJECT APPROACH
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Understand the magnitude 
of waste issues in 

Aboriginal communities 

Consider Indigenous 
knowledge systems to guide 

community-led solutions

Explore opportunities 
from waste for 

Aboriginal communities 

Conducted yarning circles 
with Elders, community 

representatives, and 
young people to discuss 

waste challenges and 
solutions

Applied the Driver–
Pressure–State–Impact–
Response (DPSIR) model 

to assess waste 
management challenges 

and to identify appropriate 
responses

Guided by the Indigenous 
Terms of Reference (ITR) 

to ensure culturally 
sensitive and ethical 

engagement with 
participants.

Aligned with AIATSIS Code 
of Ethics (2020), focusing 

on Indigenous self-
determination, leadership, 

impact and value, 
sustainability, and 

accountability

Community-led 
Engagement 

Analytical 
Framework Cultural Framework Ethical 

Considerations
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KEY FINDINGS FROM THE COMMUNITY YARNING 

Themes Key Insights
Notion of 
Waste

Waste is a modern construct; traditionally all materials were valued and reused. 
Caring for Country meant living in a regenerative way where nothing was 
considered waste.

Challenges Colonisation, modern lifestyle, loss of traditional knowledge, lack of waste services, 
and illegal dumping.

Solutions Aboriginal-led education, programs to instil care for the land community 
enterprises, inter-agency partnerships, and localised waste monitoring, 
consultancies with Aboriginal people who have knowledge of Country.

Cultural 
Strengths

Respect for Elders, oral traditions, and shared responsibility for the land are central 
to sustainable living.

YARNING AND FIELD VISITS IN WA
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KEY OBSERVATIONS AND TAKEAWAYS 
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DPSIR FRAMEWORK:  Drivers, State and Impacts of waste issues in remote communities and 
Responses and Pressures to address them.

Family-level

Families should be 
informed, engaged, and 
supported in adopting 
sustainable waste practices 
through inclusive education 
programs for both adults 
and children, to ensure 
lasting behavioural change.

Community-level

Strengthening community-
led initiatives through 
increased funding, training, 
and partnerships to 
empower Aboriginal 
communities to revive 
traditional land stewardship 
and promote sustainability.

Local/State Govt

Local/State governments 
should lead place-based 
education and enterprise 
programs that integrate 
Aboriginal knowledge (e.g., 
through consultancies), foster 
inter-agency collaboration, and 
raise public awareness 

National Govt

National policies and 
frameworks must formally 
recognise and embed 
Aboriginal knowledge 
systems into environmental 
governance and circular 
economy strategies.
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